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whose personal name was Muhammed, was, like the mystic
poet   Usuli,  a  native   of Vardar Yenijesi, a little Rumelian
town   which  in those days was a centre of culture and not
altogether undeserving of the encomium of Qinali-zada, who
speaks   of it  as   'the   meeting-place   of poets and the well-
spring  of the accomplished.' When quite young he became
a  disciple   of the  mystic  teacher   Baba cAli-i Mest, Father
cAli the Drunken, l in whose service he obtained an insight
into   esoteric  lore  to  which  the poems written in his after
life  bear  ample   witness,  whilst his  mind became indelibly
impressed  with  the   dervish  ideal  of a  retired   simple life,
free alike from desire of worldly wealth and glory and from
fear  of fortune's  frown.  Khayali used to wander about the
country  in   company  with his master, and on one occasion
they  came  to  Constantinople,   where,   according  to   GAshiq
Chelebi,   they  were  brought  under the notice of the judge
of the city, who disapproved of the youthful disciple roaming
the land with the wandering qalender, and confided him to
the  care   of a muhtesib 2 called Uzun cAli at whose hands
he  received a liberal education. Already, while he was still
a mere youth, Khayali's poetic talent began to show itself;
his  ghazels  attracted  considerable  attention  and  met with
general approval, whereupon Iskender Chelebi the Defterdar,
always  ready  to  help  and promote the cause of literature,
took   up   the  young  poet,   and  gave  him  every assistance
and   encouragement   in   his   power.   Eventually   he   recom-
mended him to the notice of the Grand Vezir Ibrahfm Pasha,
with the  result  that  the  latter  took Khayali into his own
circle,  and finally crowned his career by presenting him to
Sultan  Suleyman. The  disciple  of the vagrant dervish had

1  That is, drunken, or beside himself, for love of the Divine Beauty.

2  The muhtesib was a police official who had charge of weights, measures,
provisions, etc.; he used also to act as an assessor and collector of excise duties.